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Shop online at sibarita.co.uk using Discount Coupon SIBCOMMAD22
We would be happy to answer all of your questions; just email hello@sibarita.co.uk

or call us on 01787 323933 between 09.30 and 16.00, Monday to Friday.

“Sibarita’s fantastic range of traditional,
gourmet foods, from artisan, family-owned
Spanish producers, dedicated to quality and the environment
are available online or “click & collect” from our warehouse in
Liston, on your doorstep, near Sudbury.  

• Our high-quality products include cooked, preserved and dried pulses,
 vegetables, fruits, olive oils and vinegars, rice, spices and flavourings, pickles,
 jams and marmalades. Virtually all are vegetarian and vegan. Many are
 organic.
• The producers are all family-owned businesses totally committed to products of
 the highest quality, retaining traditional artisan farming and production
 methods developed over generations but recognizing and adopting scientific
 and technological advances.
• Easy, quick, ready-made gourmet meals with a superb range of olive oils,
 olives, peppers and pickles, spices, and more, to provide a healthy diet based
 on ingredients produced in the most eco-friendly and environmentally positive
 way.
• Sibarita’s range of high-quality dried and cooked, bottled pulses is one of the
 widest available online in the UK.
• Choose from no less than 22 different warm soups and an amazing 10
 different gazpachos perfect cold soups for summer. Most of the soups can be
 used, together with Sibarita’s excellent range of cooked/preserved vegetable
 in glass jars, as ingredients in Gourmet meals for all seasons.
• Use your own culinary skills and imagination to produce light Summer Dishes,
 Salads and Paellas, from ingredients already prepared and ready to go.
• New product news: Sibarita has ordered tuna and other fish products, in glass
 jars, from one of the finest producers in Spain. They are not on our website 
 yet but, if interested, give us a call to check on availability.

!LLEGA EL VERANO!  
SUMMER COMING!
“Sibarita” - Spain’s Organic Larder’s gourmet
Spanish foods are perfect for all Seasons!

This offer is valid for orders received up to 30th June 2022
and is subject to conditions related to Highlands and Islands deliveries,

heavy or exceptionally bulky orders.

On your first order over £30:
10% discount & reduced delivery price of £5

On your first order over £60:
15% discount & Free delivery

SHOP VISITS: Click and collect is available, and we welcome visitors 
to our warehouse near Sudbury between 10am and 4pm, by 

appointment. Why not combine with a trip out to nearby historic 
Lavenham and Long Melford.

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL OFFER
to readers of The Springfield Parish Council Magazine
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Dear fellow Springfield Resident,
Welcome to the 2021/2022 Annual Report for 
Springfield Parish Council, incorporating our 
Spring Newsletter.

During this civic year the Parish Centre 
has again been severely impacted by the 
unprecedented pandemic and subsequent 
lockdowns. However, our office has been here 
to serve you, our residents, and I would like to 
offer a sincere thank you to all our parish staff 
for their support during this difficult period.  

Happily we are now fully re-opened and the 
majority of our users have chosen to return to 
us.  Information about all of our activities is in 
the reports following pages.

This publication has been put together in 
conjunction with CommunityAd Web Ltd 
at no cost to the Parish due to advertising 
revenue.

The front cover photograph is by Steve James, 
one of the winning entries of our competition.

Cllr Ms Susan Sullivan
Chairman, Springfield Parish Council

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd
www.communityad.co.uk

01843 834160 info@communityad.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported the Springfield Pump Magazine.

To advertise please call 01843 523030

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website

Trophies · Hunt Buttons · Brass Plaques · & more

Unit 2B Beehive Works, Beehive Lane, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 9JY

01245 352016  |  clearcutuk@aol.com

CARE MATCH 

BEGIN A CAREER IN CARE!

MATCHED WITH CARE

RECRUITMENT - TRAINING - CONSULTANCY

Phone 01843 636188
Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk

www.carematchuk.co.uk

Registered Nurses    Support Workers        Home Managers

            Care Staff             Senior Care Staff            Domestic StaffVacancies we currently have:
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Our scheduled committee meetings have 
now returned to our usual face-to-face format 
and are open to parishioners. I am pleased to 
see that as we have unlocked, residents have 
continued to join meetings when they had 
something to ask the Council or to contribute 
to discussions. I am proud of the way that 
we have supported our residents during the 
pandemic.

Your Council has continued to monitor and 
control all aspects of expenditure with a sharp 
focus on value for money. As a result of a 
massive reduction in income from the parish 
centre, we have had to dip into our reserves. 
More details about the precept for next 
year are available from the Finance & Policy 
Committee later in this publication.  

The number of residents in the Parish 
continues to grow as a result of the 
development of Beaulieu.  We welcome all our 
new neighbours and hope that they quickly 
settle in and build friendships. As a result of 
the new homes, we have received funding 
from the Community Infrastructure Levy. 

We are working on new projects, such as the 
successful outdoor gyms, that will enhance our 
Parish offerings. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our Clerk Mrs Barbara Larken and her 
team. We welcome two new officers to the 
Council this year. Kelly Wilde has joined us 
as Responsible Financial Officer and Deputy 
Clerk, and Phil Russell as Senior Handyperson. 

It is my sad duty to report the death of John 
Revill, our much respected and long-serving 
Senior Handyperson. Our thoughts are with his 
family at this time.

My fellow Councillors join me in paying tribute 
to the hard work and support of the team. 

We especially thank them for their flexibility 
in continuing to work during the lockdown 
to ensure continued support to all our 
parishioners.

Cllr Ms Susan Sullivan
Chairman Springfield Parish Council

Chairman’s Report
We had continuity in our membership this year, with 
no changes to councillors to report.  

Springfield’s Annual 
Parish Meeting

This annual meeting takes place for the benefit of electors 
in the parish area. Electors may attend the meeting and 

put forward suggestions to be considered.     

25th April 2022 - At 7:00pm 
Springfield Parish Centre, St. 

Augustine’s Way CM1 6GX.

Annual Report 2020/21



Al fresco 
DINING 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BOOK ONLINE AT: channelsestate.co.uk 

The ultimate destination bar and restaurant in Chelmsford. Tel: 01245 440 005 
 

Live Music  
AT CHANNELS

Come and sample our Á La Carte Menu  
in the Brasserie or out on our patio. 

 View the menu on our website 

Check our website for times, and to see what new  
acts or regular favourites are playing this month.  

 Last Friday of every month
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Parish Councillors

Cllr Miss Shelley Bryne-Lagrue  
6 Salter Place, CHELMSFORD, CM2 6UU

Cllr Anthony Chong  
Elm Cottage, 81 Sandford Mill Road, 
CHELMSFORD CM2 6NT

Cllr Neil Gulliver  
25 Henniker Gate, Chelmer Village, 
CHELMSFORD, CM2 6QH

Cllr Richard Lee  
(Address in Chelmsford)

Cllr Mrs Rose Moore
Dairy Farm Cottage, Chelmer Village Way, 
CHELMSFORD, CM2 6TD 

Cllr Mrs Yvonne Spence  
Cuton Hall, Chelmer Village Way, 
CHELMSFORD, CM2 6TD

Cllr Ms Susan Sullivan - Chairman 
3 Milson Bank, Chelmer Village, 
CHELMSFORD, CM2 6QD

	 Cllr Guy Brazendale  
6 Rubens Gate, CHELMSFORD, CM1 6GN

Cllr Richard Carson   
25 Candytuft Road, Springfield, 
CHELMSFORD, CM1 6YS

Cllr Ian Fuller  
8 Jasmine Close, CHELMSFORD, CM1 6XL

Cllr Mrs Christine Garrett   
14 Daffodil Way, Springfield, CHELMSFORD, 
CM1 6XB

Cllr David Havell  
41 Bonington Chase, CHELMSFORD, Essex, 
CM1 6GG

Cllr Brian Jeapes   
14 Burnell Gate, Beaulieu Park, 
CHELMSFORD, CM1 6ED	
Cllr Andrew Potts   
62 Trenchard Crescent, CHELMSFORD, CM1 
6FG	
Cllr Mrs Mandy Girling 
15 Cowdrie Way, 
CHELMSFORD, CM2 6GL

Chelmer Village & Beaulieu Park Springfield North

Springfield Parish Council
St. Augustine’s Way, Springfield, Chelmsford CM1 6GX

01245 466313 (Centre Bookings 01245 464583)
clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk | www.springfield-pc.gov.uk

Officers
Clerk to the Council

Barbara Larken
Committee Clerk

Kirsty Roberts
Responsible Financial Officer & Deputy Clerk

Kelly Wilde
Administrative Assistant

Linda Simpson
Senior Handyperson

Phil Russell
Assistant Handyperson

Ryan Vaughan

Parish Centre Staff
Premises & Facilities Manager
Position Vacant 
Finance & Marketing Officer
Mo Whitelaw
Customer Service & Administration Assistant
Sharon Cerson
Services Supervisors
Robert Evans 
Lee Woollard
Cleaning Staff
Paul Little
Rachael Bracey



Springfield Pump         7Springfield Parish Council

Your local family run MOT test centre and garage services

Call us on: 01245 464 869
Email: service@slpautos.co.uk

www.slpautos.co.uk

Visit our Bosch Approved Service Centre at:
Unit 10, Boreham Industrial Estate, Waltham Road, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3AW

✔ MOT tests
✔ Repairs
✔ Servicing

✔ Motorcyle MOTs
✔ Cars & light commercial
✔ Bosch quality standards

✔ A�ordable services

Joined up  
Legal  

Services

your 
family

and your 
business

for you 

When it comes to your legal needs, one benefit of working with FJG is that we offer a full range of 
legal services.  We can help with Business LPA, Commercial Property, Construction Law, Conveyancing, 
Corporate & Commercial matters, Dispute Resolution, Employment Law for employers and employees, 
Family Law, Landlord and Tenant services, Planning and Wills, Life Planning & Probate providing joined 
up thinking that keeps all of your legal affairs with one trusted firm. 
Contact us today to make an appointment. Legal advice with a conscience.

Fisher Jones Greenwood LLP,  
16 Baddow Road, Chelmsford, CM2 0DG
Offices across Essex and London

01245 890110
www.fjg.co.uk 
info@fjg.co.uk 
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Springfield Parish Council Meetings
May 2022 - August 2022

May 2022
Tuesday 3rd	 6.45 pm	 Planning
Monday 9th	 7.30 pm	 Annual Council 
Monday16th 	 6.45pm	 Planning  
Monday16th 	 7.30pm	 Premises
Monday 30th	 6.45pm	 Planning

June 2022
Monday 6th	 7.00pm	 Finance & Policy
Monday 13th	 6.45pm	 Planning  
Monday 13th	 7.30pm	 Environment & Leisure
Monday 20th	 7.00pm	 Full Council 
		  (End Of Year Accounts)
Monday 27th	 6.45pm	 Planning

July 2022
Monday 4th	 7.15pm	 Full Council	
Monday 11th	 6.45pm	 Planning
Monday 25th	 6.45pm	 Planning	
Monday 25th	 7.30pm	 Premises

August 2022
Monday 8th	 6.45pm	 Planning 
Monday 22nd	 6.45pm	 Planning

In May of each year the Parish Council elect a 
Chairman. For the 2021/2022 Municipal year 
Cllr Susan Sullivan was elected Chairman and 
Cllr Christine Garrett elected to the role of 
Vice-Chairman. The next election of Chairman 
will take place at the Annual Council meeting 
to be held on 9th May 2022. The Parish 
Council hold their meetings at the Parish 
Centre, located in St. Augustine’s Way, CM1 
6GX, meeting dates are published on the 
parish website and they are open to members 
of the public.

During the COVID pandemic and the 
lockdown months the government passed 
temporary legislation to allow Council 
meetings to take place remotely. In April 2020, 
this temporary ruling came to an end and all 
Parish Council meetings reverted to a face-to-
face format.  

There has been a good deal of discussion and 
lobbying of parliament by local councils to 
consider allowing remote or hybrid meetings 
to allow councils a choice to proceed in the 
way that suits them best. For the time being 
the Parish Council must continue to hold their 
meetings on a face-to-face basis. Members of 
the public are entitled to attend the meetings 
and ask questions of members. The following 
is the schedule of forthcoming Council 
meetings. Future dates can be found on the 
Parish website 
www.Springfield-pc.gov.uk 

All meetings are open to members of the 
public and press and are held at: 
Springfield Parish Centre
St Augustine’s Way 
North Springfield 
CM1 6GX 
01245 466313
clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk 

You can now take your small electrical 
items to Spring�eld Library too

(Please remove batteries and recycle them separately)

Collections for Small Electrical Items

Chelmsford Recycling

www.chelmsford.gov.uk/WEEE

8          Springfield Pump Springfield Parish Council
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OFFICES
TO LET

07984 656775
jackyjoanhiggins@aol.com

ONGAR AREA

FROM £80 PER WEEK

INCLUSIVE OF COUNCIL TAX 

GIGACLEAR WIFI

OWN ELECTRIC METER

FULLY FURNISHED

PARKING FOR ONE CAR

NO CAR DEALERS

01245 690979
www.kontrend.com

PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSERSKon trend

24 Village Square, Chelmer 
Village, Chelmsford, Essex 
CM2 6RF (opposite Asda) 
FREE PARKING. At K on 
trend we offer a wide range 
of treatments and services
to complete your look   

20%
DISCOUNT

FOR BOOKINGS

W
ITH CERYS 

Classes are matwork based for mixed ages 
and abilities with and without equipment

Classes are held in Chelmsford 

For more information contact Caroline:
Tel: 07843 208 891

Email: carolinelees.pilates@gmail.com 
www.carolinesdanceandpilates.co.uk

FREE
WORKSHOP

Book via
the website

Benefits of the classes:
Strengthens, Tones,

Improves Balance, Posture,
Alignment, Sleep,

Health and Well being.
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Finance & Policy Committee
Committee Members: Councillors Mrs Yvonne Spence (Chairman) Ms. 
Shelley Byrne-Lagrue, Mrs. Christine Garrett, Mrs. Mandy Girling, Mr. 
Richard Lee and Ms. Susan Sullivan. 
This committee is responsible for monitoring 
the overall spending limits of the Council and 
setting the precept; a sum of money provided 
through council tax payments. This year has 
been another exceptionally challenging year 
due to COVID as we have seen a significant 
reduction in some of the Council’s income 
streams, particularly room hire from the Parish 
Centre. We are pleased to say customers are 
returning to their classes and, as we welcome 
them back and move forward out of these 
difficult times, we hope that our resources 
will slowly recover. We are pleased that 
despite the challenging financial year we 
have been able to give a donation to Essex & 
Herts Air Ambulance. We have also continued 
to support Springfield Youth Council and 
Springfield Afternoon Clubs, who meet in our 
centre, with subsided rentals

The committee allocated a portion of 
Community Infrastructure Levy Funding to 
provide a new outdoor adult gym facility at 

Boleyn Gardens, and you can read more about 
that elsewhere in this report.  

The Parish Council have applied for various 
government grants, available to us because 
of COVID, and these have been used to 
offset some of our income losses. Some staff 
were placed on the government furlough 
scheme until June 2021, thus enabling a 
small recouperation in costs. Councillors were 
pleased to welcome all staff back to their usual 
hours of work and we now have a team of 13 
regular members, with another two support 
employees whom we call upon when needed. 
We are grateful for all they do.

Following the inspection or our annual 
external audit, PKF accountants notified 
the committee that they had no matters of 
concern to raise with the Council.      

A summary of the Council’s income and 
spending over the last two years is provided 
below. 

Annual Report 2021/22

 

 
2020-2021 Previous Year  (Figures given below are based on unaudited accounts) 
Total Income: £ 466,925.00

£ 538,069.00 £ 539,888

 Total Expenditure: £558,970 
Precept 387,242

410,540 235,811
63,467

226,190
200
450

13,770

5,839
120,771

408
511

 Finance & Policy 243,850 
Interest & Misc 7,627 Public Loan Repayments 66,080 
Premises 39,805 Premises 166,804 
Allotments 408 Allotments 77 
CIL Tax 31,843 CIL Tax 72,857 
  Environment & Leisure 9,302 

  
2021 – 2022 Financial Year  (Figures given below are based on unaudited accounts)  
Total Income:   Total Expenditure:  
Precept  Finance & Policy  
Interest & Misc  Public Loan Repayments  
Premises  Premises  
Allotments  Allotments  
CIL Tax  CIL Tax  
  Environment & Leisure  

 

 

Finance & Policy Comittee
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BBQ SEASON

Tuesday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday – 9am – 4pm | Sundays / Mondays closed

Widford Lodge Preparatory School 
Widford Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 9AN
01245 352581 | admin@widfordlodge.co.uk

www.widfordlodge.co.uk

Widford Lodge is a unique and special learning 
environment. We have been instilling a love of learning in 
pupils between the ages of 2 ½ and 11 for over 80 years.

Today we are proud to provide a caring, inclusive and 
diverse environment for our school community, offering a 
broad and balanced academic curriculum in a stimulating 
setting full of opportunities in which children can thrive.

Come and visit our school at work and play. See for 
yourself what makes Widford Lodge such a happy and 

successful school.

Our next open morning is Friday 7th October 2022 
9.00-12.00 appointments available by calling the school 

office on 01245 352581 

Doors • 
Windows • 

Lantern Roofs • 
Conservatories • 

Bi-Folding Doors • 
Composite Doors • 

Unit 6, Montpeliers Farm, Margaretting Road, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3PJ

Tel: 01245 248066
Email: sales@tritecwindows.co.uk

Website: www.tritecwindows.co.uk

!"$

Tri-Tec 
Windows Ltd 
is an established 
company which aims to 
provide its clients with a 
professional service.

Every window we manufacture is
bespoke, it's tailored to meet your 
requirements exactly, so it is vital 
that we explain the 
choices available 
to you.

• Manufacturers And Installers
• Celebrating 19 Years Of Trading
• Friendly, Professional Sta�
• High Security Products
• 10 Year Guarantee
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Premises Committee
Council membership – Susan Sullivan (chairman), Richard Carson, Ian 
Fuller, Richard Lee, Rose Moore, Andrew Potts. 
The Premises Committee oversees the Parish 
Centre in North Springfield.  Unfortunately, the 
COVID lockdowns have continued to have a 
significant effect on the Centre this year with 
its activities curtailed. We have been able to 
support regular hirers in financial difficulties 
to ensure that important services remain open 
for the public.

We recognise that the Heaven Scent Cafe 
facility, which was much appreciated by 
users of the Centre, remains closed and we 
are advertising for a new business to take 
it over as soon as practicable. New tenants 
have understandably been reluctant to start 
a venture during the pandemic restrictions 
but as these are lifted, we are optimistic it will 
re-open soon.

We did continue to maintain and upgrade the 
Centre’s facilities. With a focus on health and 

safety we have improved lighting in the car 
park, alarms in the disabled toilets, and fire 
detection equipment. During the year we were 
successful in obtaining grants from the RCCE 
COVID Safe Building Fund for a floor cleaning 
machine and additional chairs and lockers.  

The Parish continues to support the weekly 
afternoon clubs for senior citizens. We subsidise 
the Indoor Bowls Club, Bingo and the regular 
Tea Dances. If you have a spare afternoon and 
would like to join in with any of these social 
activities, please call the Centre for details.

Lastly, thanks are due to our outgoing facilities 
manager, Liz Edwards, who is leaving us for 
pastures new, the service supervisors, and the 
cleaning staff for the excellent work they do in 
maintaining your Centre to a high standard of 
cleanliness and functionality. 

Annual Report 2021/22

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY - CAFE
As the Parish Centre slowly returns to its usual hours of business 
and customers begin to visit us again, the Council would like to 

re-open its café. 
This enterprise gives a small business 
opportunity to someone seeking to either start 
up in catering or expand an already successful 
tea-room business. The allocated space in 
the parish centre has a small well-equipped 
kitchen, and is open each day for customers 
to come and enjoy a sandwich, coffee, cake, 
or snack. Further business development is 
available by providing refreshments and 
buffets to people hiring rooms for purposes 
such as training, parties, christenings, and a 
whole variety of functions.   

Is this opportunity for you? Please contact the 
Clerk to the Council on clerk@springfield-
pc.gov.uk or telephone 01245 466313 to 
express your interest and arrange a site visit.  
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
• Roofi ng • Chimney Repairs • Building Work • Flat Roofs •

• Fascias & Soffi ts • Jetwashing • Rubbish Removal/Waste Carrier Licence •

Free written quotes & advice  |  10 year guarantee on all work  |  35 years of experience
Unit 1, The Paddocks, Highwood, Chelmsford, CM1 3PU  ·  email info@highwoodlandscapes.co.uk

01245 422 804  | 07711 606 561
www.highwoodlandscapes.co.uk

DON’T DELAY…CALL TODAY!

WASTE CARRIER  •  DRAINING SOLUTIONS SPECIALIST
REVITALISE YOUR PATIO / DRIVE JET WASHING AND RE-SEALING

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE
• Trees • Pruning • Hedge Trimming • Roots Removed •

• Topping & Rotovating • Turfing • Fencing • Garden Design •
• Decking • Patios • Block Paving • Drives • Tar & Shingle • Artificial Lawns •

ALL TREE WORK
UNDERTAKEN

• Oven Cleaning
• Hob & Extractor Cleaning
• Microwave Cleaning
• BBQ Cleaning
• Range Oven Cleaning
• Fridge Freezer Cleaning
• Aga Cleaning

We clean all kinds 
of appliances:

• Dishwasher Cleaning

Odour-free, eco-friendly 
domestic oven cleaning 
that will have your 
appliance looking as 
good as new and ready 
to use straight away!

info@essexovencleaners.co.uk

t  01245 451 003  m 07816 762 869 
www.essexovencleaners.co.uk
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Planning Committee
Annual Report 2021/22

Council Membership – Guy Brazendale (chairman), Shelley Byrne-
Lagrue, Anthony Chong, David Havell, and Brian Jeapes.  
In common with all the Council’s other meetings, 
the Planning Committee was pleased to resume 
meeting face-to-face in May 2021. As always, 
residents are invited to participate, and details 
of how to access meetings are included on the 
agendas that appear on the Council’s website 
and notice boards around a week before. The 
Committee meets fortnightly throughout the 
year, usually on alternate Mondays, in the library 
at the Parish Centre in St Augustine’s Way to 
discuss planning applications that are sent 
to us by Chelmsford City Council (CCC). The 
applications range from residential alterations 
to large-scale commercial and infrastructure 
projects, and our comments, along with those 
from other consultees, are then considered by 
the City Council (the Local Planning Authority) 
in deciding whether to approve or refuse the 
proposals. During the last 12 months, the 
Committee has considered 178 applications.

Chelmsford Local Plan
The Chelmsford Local Plan 2013-2036 was 
adopted in May 2020 by the City Council, 
following extensive consultations and 
examination by the national Planning 
Inspectorate. It includes, among many other 
things, the policies which will be used to 
decide planning applications, and these 
have to be consistent with national planning 
policy and practical guidance regarding their 
implementation. (As set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework and Planning 
Practical Guidance).

For largely residential locations such as the 
Springfield Parish, it is Section 9 of the Local 
Plan (Policies DM23 to DM29) which is of 
most relevance in determining the suitability 
of new developments, alterations to existing 
properties and commercial activities, the overall 
aim being to provide the ‘basis for promoting 
Chelmsford as a high-quality place to live 
and work’. Specifically, it is to policy DM23, 
promoting high-quality design, and policy 
DM29 which protects the environment of 
residents by ensuring that new developments 
do not adversely affect quality of life, that both 

CCC and this Committee now give considerable 
weight when evaluating applications.

Particular examples of where these policies 
have been important are:
• Portway, Chancellor Park - The Committee 
expressed a number of objections, which 
reflected neighbours’ concerns regarding the 
effect on the street scene, and the overbearing/
overshadowing of adjacent properties with 
a consequently detrimental impact upon 
occupiers’ lifestyles. The application was 
subsequently refused by the City Council 
largely on the basis of policy DM29.
• Mast at the junction of White Hart Lane 
and New Nabbotts Way - This application, 
by a commercial mobile telephone company, 
proposed the replacement of the existing 
10-metre-tall monopole with one twice the 
height. The Committee raised concerns about 
the suitability and positioning of such a large 
structure within a residential area, and CCC 
in refusing the application made particular 
reference to policy DM23 in objecting to the 
height, siting, design, and appearance, and the 
overall harm to the area’s visual amenity that 
the mast would cause.
• Zone C & E Beaulieu Park - A number of 
applications have been considered recently 
in John Eve and Linge Avenues, which mainly 
relate to garage conversions, often with the 
associated introduction of hard-standing 
spaces to the frontages, and various side/
rear extensions. This Committee and CCC 
have highlighted the adverse impact of these 
proposals upon the overall design objectives 
of the neighbourhood, increased on-street 
car parking, the harm that would be done to 
the visual amenity of the environment, and 
in certain cases the impact upon neighbours 
because of overlooking. With the requirements 
of policies DM23 and DM29 not being met, the 
applications have been refused.

Finally, thanks are due as always to Council 
members and Officers for their much-
appreciated contribution to the Committee’s 
work.
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Local Plumbing & Heating Engineers, 
Supporting Local People (and Pets)

Call 01245 478111  07710 358347
Visit lkgdaughters.co.uk

West Hanningfield Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 7SY

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
Rubber-Guard Flat Roofs

Bi-folding Doors · Composite Doors

Call 0800 8494 249 
www.supreme-installations.co.uk 

Established in 1986 with continuous unblemished 
trading - that’s a meaningful guarantee 

Local showroom at Unit 1 New Farm, 
The Street, Stow Maries, Chelmsford CM3 6RS 

Est. 1986 I N S T A L L A T I O N S
SUPREME

(S.E.)
 Ltd

01245 290500

07958 554215CWN Developments Ltd 
specialise in new house building,
extension of existing houses, garage conversions, refurbishments,
kitchens and bathrooms. The key to the company’s success in 
over 20 years of excellence in building is the role played by
communication

www.cwndevelopments.co.uk 
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Environment and Leisure Committee
Council Membership – Cllr C. Garrett (chairman), Guy Brazendale, 
Richard Carson, Neil Gulliver, David Havell, Rose Moore.  
Things at the Parish Council are slowly getting 
back to a normal working life, albeit with a few 
changes. It is good to see people in the Parish 
using the facilities again. Outdoor gyms are 
popping up around our County; the Parish 
Council installed one of these at Chelmer Village 
on the village green. This was completed just 
before the first lockdown and we are pleased 
to say this is being used by many residents. 
Sadly, some vandalism has been experienced, 
but hopefully this will not become an ongoing 
issue. Since our last annual report, we are 
pleased to say that completion of another 
outdoor adult gym has been installed in Boleyn 
Gardens in Beaulieu. Again, widely used and 
well received by residents.

There have been several reports about the 
condition of footpaths around Chelmer 
Village Green; these are not deemed to be 
dangerous, but deterioration is evident. The 
Parish have established that responsibility for 
these pathways lies with Essex County Council 
as they appear on their online portal for 
reporting repairs.

Residents help us by notifying the Council 
about things that need attention; along with 
our brilliant handymen, they keep an eye 
around the parish checking if street furniture 
needs to be replaced or repaired. We have 
had several new bin liners bought for litter 
bins around the Parish and new dog bins 
requested, which the committee will consider.

During last year talks between the City and 
Parish Councils took place regarding tree 
planting and potential areas for wilding 
projects, the committee will be reviewing this 
to accommodate wilding areas. It has been 
agreed to have a wilding area in the Parish 
centre community garden. The committee are 
looking for volunteers to help with the garden, 
so if you are available for an hour here or there 
please contact us at the Parish.

The Parish has purchased some high viz 
jackets for volunteers who carry out litter 
picking around the parish which is ongoing. 
Again, if you want to be involved, contact the 
Parish Council.

Calling all budding photographers, our annual 
photography competition is ongoing. If you 
have pictures from around the Parish that we 
can use on the front cover of future issues of 
the Springfield Pump Magazine, please do 
submit them 
(clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk). Your entry 
may be rewarded with a gift voucher.

Once again, Play in the Park will be going 
ahead in 2022. The dates are 6th April in the 
Parish Centre, 26th to 29th July in the Chelmer 
Village Green, 3rd August in the Parish Centre, 
and 15th to 19th August Parish Centre. These 
are free play days for children during the 
school holidays which are paid for by the 
Parish Council. For more information about 
these, contact 01245 606569

Allotments for the parish are located at 
Brookend Road South and comprise of 22 
plots. The site offers a relaxing environment 
in which to cultivate fresh how produce and 
continues to be well used.  There is a waiting 
list for people requesting plots and those on 
the list will be contacted as soon as a plot 
becomes available.    

Annual Report 2021/22
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2021 Pantomime 

COVID Pandemic

Dick Whittington and his cat arrived at Springfield Parish Centre in 
December 2021, and performed to a hall of 86 people. 

There is no business, organisation, or person that could imagine the 
impact that the COVID pandemic was to have on us all two years ago. 

There was plenty of hissing, cheering, and 
booing during the two-hour performance. This 
was the seventh year of the parish pantomime!

Special thanks 
to our sponsors 
Co-op, 
Havengore, 
who provided 
a hamper full 
of goodies 
for the 2021 
performance.

The Council is no exception to that. Our 
customers, staff, and members have all seen 
severe changes to work and leisure. Customer 
businesses have suffered terribly in every 
aspect and this, in turn, has seen a huge 
impact on Council finances. In association with 
this, half of our employee base were placed 
on furlough from November 2020 to June 
2021. The remaining team kept the Parish 
Centre open to all essential services where the 
government guidance permitted. 

It has been a tough two years and the Council 
certainly hope our customer base will return to 
its full capacity over the coming months. The 
staff look forward to welcoming back all our 
organisations and groups including those who 
cater for the older and younger generations, 
such as the youth group and families who hire 
the Centre. 

Premises Manager Elizabeth Edwards 
receiving the hamper from Co-op representative

Annual Report 2020/21
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Green & Climate Change 
In early 2021, the Parish Council set up a ‘Green’ working group to 
discuss ways that the Council might establish a programme of climate 
change mitigation. 
To date, discussion has taken place about 
various possibilities, one of those being the 
wilding and greening of areas in the parish. 
The Parish Council very much hope that 
residents in our community will take part in 
the challenge to ‘make a small change to make 
a big difference’. Planting flowers, leaving areas 
of your garden to wild, or perhaps providing 
a window box, gives a significant boost to our 
smaller wildlife residents and climate. If you 
are already making a small change to make a 
big difference, or intend to do so please let us 
know by emailing your pictures and story to 
clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk so we can share 
the good news. 

CHELMER VILLAGE GREEN
As part of their Greening project the Council 
has agreed that it will make some changes to 
the way in which it manages Chelmer Village 
Green. 

The Green can be found just off Village Square, 
close to the Asda supermarket. It is maintained 
by Springfield Parish Council under an agency 
agreement with Chelmsford City Council; 
the maintenance of the play space remains 
with the City Council. Many residents use 
this popular space for a variety of reasons 
including walking, exercise, socialising, and 
play. The area is also used as a main cycling 
and walking throughfare linking shops, 
schools and homes.       

The Council plan is to leave parts of the open 
space to naturalise, especially along the 
base of some existing hedgerows to create 
richer wildlife corridors. When visiting the 
open space in future you should see more 
wildflowers and grasses in bloom, and a wider 
range of bug species. There is also a plan to 
plant native trees alongside some of those 
already established; bulb planting will take 
place in some areas. The Woodland Trust have 
kindly provided with crab apple, dog rose, 
dogwood, and hazel whips for introduction 
into parts of the hedgerow. This ongoing 
project will see beneficial changes to help 
our wildlife during the coming years. Small 
information boards will be positioned to detail 
the areas that will be left to ‘wild’ to raise 
awareness.  

The project will not diminish or disrupt public 
access to the open space and it will take place 
gradually over the next few years, to benefit 
and help build nature’s defences against our 
changing climate.  

Please do let us know if you have any places 
and spaces that could become ‘wilding areas’ 
or any ideas you have by emailing 
clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk

LITTER PICKING – LOVE YOUR CHELMSFORD  
There is a significant team of volunteers out 
there in Springfield who litter pick our area, 
which goes a long way to help keep our parish 
clean and tidy – huge thanks go to you all.  

18          Springfield Pump Springfield Parish Council
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CONNECTING HABITATS – BRING IN NATURE       
Have you already taken you own action to 
bring nature to your garden?  If you have 
an area in your garden that brings in nature 
please do let us know via clerk@springfield-
pc.gov.uk as we can log this onto a map to 
build a picture of connecting habitats for 
insects and bees etc.  

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
Are you a keen gardener?   
Could you help to co-ordinate planting in a 
small community space?  
Are you a willing volunteer? 
Would you like to improve your mental 
wellbeing? 

If so, you may be the person we are looking 
for. Adjacent to the Parish Centre is a small 
community garden that is visited by people 
who use Springfield Library, Parish Centre, 
Tiddlywinks Nursery, and other visitors. Since 
its development from 2009 until now, the 
Garden has been transformed from an area of 
shrubland used for anti-social behaviour to a 
pleasant space where people can enjoy a few 
moments of peace and fresh air.  

During the 
Golden Jubilee 
year of Her 
Majesty, a 
raised flower 
bed depicting 
a crown was 
developed. 
This will be 
refurbished 
to reflect the 
Platinum 
Jubilee taking 
place this year. 

Would you like 
to be part of 
the project to 
carry out work on the garden? Please do email 
clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk and let us know.  

The Council has also been successful in 
securing a £2000 grant from the Essex County 
Council Locality Fund, to purchase items such 
as bug hotels, bird boxes, plants, and shrubs to 
help with the ongoing project. 
   

Annual Report 2020/21
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Boleyn Gardens – Outdoor Gym 
On 12th May 2021, a new community facility was unveiled
by the Mayor of Chelmsford and the Chairman of
Springfield Parish Council, Cllr Susan Sullivan.  
The equipment and installation was funded 
by Springfield Parish Council in partnership 
working with Chelmsford City Council who 
carried out the ground works for the project.  
It is hoped this new facility has encouraged 
residents to take up and maintain healthy 
lifestyles. This is the second outdoor gym 
funded by the Parish Council, the first being 
located at Chelmer Village Green.   

20          Springfield Pump Springfield Parish Council
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Unit 16 Reeds Farm
(off main Roxwell Road)
A1060, Roxwell, Writtle

Chelmsford  CM1 3ST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

(subject to seasonal change)

www.lens-lawnmowers.co.uk 01245 422571
Main dealer & stockist for

Main agents for

We also stock

Over 100 machines on display

Mower servicing & repair

Collection & delivery
FREE with a service

Unit 16 Reeds Farm
(off main Roxwell Road)
A1060, Roxwell, Writtle

Chelmsford  CM1 3ST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

(subject to seasonal change)

www.lens-lawnmowers.co.uk 01245 422571

Over 100 machines on display

Mower servicing & repair

Collection & delivery
FREE with a service

Your one-stop shop for garden machinery

Haircut  £10.00 | Children under 16 £8.00
Senior Citizens £8.00 | Crew cut 0 or 1 £7.00

Crew cut 2 to 4 £8.00 | Beard shave  £4.00
Beard trim £5.00

Opening times
Monday to Weds 8:30 – 5:30
Thursday 10:00 – 7:00
Friday 8:30 – 5:30
Saturday 8:00 – 4:00
Sunday CLOSED

07398 90 80 77
chimneysweep-essex.co.uk

chimneysweepessex@gmail.com

Fully insured and qualified with the 
Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps,

ensuring the highest standards and 
safety within your home.

Citygate House
R/O 197-199 Baddow Road

Chelmsford
Essex

CM2 7PZ

01245 283098
E:chris@chrisregan.co.uk W:www.chrisregan.co.uk

• Accountancy services
• Detailed advice and guidance
• Payroll • Bookkeeping
• Tax (business and personal)
• CIS and VAT services
Why choose Chris Regan Ltd?
• Compe��ve rates • Excellent reputa�on
• Start-up business specialists
• Free advice & consulta�ons

C J Appliances
WASHING MACHINES • DISHWASHERS

ELECTRIC COOKERS/OVENS • TUMBLE DRYERS

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

07800 819502 • 01245 225472
Now accepting card payments

Email: cjappliancesltd@gmail.com

C J Appliances LTDLTD

Pilates can help!

07973 697063

www.primarypilates.co.uk

Reformer and Matwork
Private 1/1 sessions  

Chelmsford areas    
Fully qualified Stott Pilates teacher       

Back pain, muscle weakness or postural issues?

John Nicholson

07597 851000

Carpenter
Painting & Decorating
Handyman
Flat Pack Assembly
Doors Hung
And More...

• National Charity Experience and
 NHS Podiatry Training
• Fully Insured and DBS Checked
• Clients on Blood Thinning
 Medication and Diabetes welcome
• Flexible 8 weekly appointments

Do you or a family member
need help with trimming toenails? 

Helen is local, friendly, professional and fully 
trained, o�ering a mobile service

07968 615119 | spring�eldtrimmers@gmail.com
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Staffing Team 
The Parish Council has seen some staffing changes during the last year. 
The Council appointed Handyman-In-Charge, 
Philip Russell, in May 2021, and Kelly Wilde, 
who joined the team as our new Deputy Clerk 
& Responsible Financial Officer in June 2021. 

Both employees have settled into their roles 
well and it is hoped they will enjoy working for 
the Council during the coming years.     
The remainder of the team remains 
unchanged as follows: 

Clerk to the Council: 
Barbara Larken

Premises Manager:
position vacant 

Service Supervisors:
Lee Woollard and Rob Evans

Cleaning operatives:
Paul Little and Rachael Bracey 

Committee Clerk:
Kirsty Roberts

Admin Assistant:
Linda Simpson

Handyman-In-Charge:
Phil Russell

Assistant handyman:
Ryan Vaughan

Finance & Marketing Officer:
Maureen Whitelaw

Admin & Customer Service:
Sharon Cerson 

During March, the Parish team said farewell to 
Premises and Facilities Manager, Liz Edwards. 

Liz has been a respected team member for 
three and a half years, and worked tirelessly 
to improve all aspects of management at the 
Parish Centre. All good wishes are extended to 
Liz in her new career.

22          Springfield Pump Springfield Parish Council
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 NEW TYRES
PART WORN TYRES

NEW TYRES

TRACKING

CAR TYRES

CROSSOVER TYRES

4x4 TYRES

VAN TYRES

Unit 4 Navigation Road, Chelmsford CM2 6HE
Call: 01245 252 626

143 London Rd, Stanford Rivers, Ongar CM5 9PP
Call: 01277 365 420

PUNCTURE AND DAMAGE
TYRES REPAIR SPECIALIST

Visit us on Facebook

Check our website for details of
our LIFETIME GUARANTEE on 
part-worn tyres:
www.tyresaversukltd.co.uk

essexdomesticspares

Repairs & Spares • New Appliances
Refurbished Goods

Same Day Repairs Available

essexdomestic@gmail.com
01245 258837

01245 917 536 • 07929 403 988
www.homesecuresolutions.co.uk
info@homesecuresolutions.co.uk

omesecure
solutionsLimited

Roller shutter garage doors
Roller shutters – electric and manually operated

All made to measure, in a variety of colours
Repair service for damaged shutters

We will remove your old door

• BOILER SERVICES
• BOILER BREAKDOWNS
• FULL INSTALLATIONS
• SYSTEM UPGRADES
• PART L ENERGY EFFICIENT
• UNDER FLOOR HEATING
• LANDLORD REPORTS

www.psmithplumbingandheating.co.uk

07801 817443
01245 521127

smith-paul104@sky.com

9 Redmayne Drive, Chelmsford CM2 9XF

P SMITH
PLUMBING & HEATING

No 219311
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Beaulieu Community Centre continues to grow in popularity as the 
development around it expands.
We have a full and varied programme of 
activities at the Centre, including fitness 
classes for all levels and abilities, as well as 
child development classes all the way from 
newborn to secondary school age. 

We’ve made a big focus on providing a 
helping hand in the community. We regularly 
support the local Women’s Refuge by hosting 
collections of much-needed items, as well 
as donating room hire to accommodate 
fundraising markets for various charities. 
Through this we have helped support a local 
homeless charity, children’s charity, and the 
Trussell Trust.

At Christmas, we orchestrated a huge 
collection of presents and food in order to 
create hampers for locals needing a helping 
hand. Many families are facing hardship, and 
the pandemic only made this worse as job 
losses soared. We were proud to help the 
community during this time to try help give 
them a wonderful Christmas.

We were also really happy to host and donate 
room hire for our annual Christmas event. 
Beaulieu Estate Management organised free 
Santa visits for children from Beaulieu, 
with a gift and reindeer food bags. 

The Rotary Club brought along their Santa 
Sleigh (later seen in the area throughout 
December), along with Father Christmas 
and his elves. Coffee Squared provided 
free craft activities, and the Mini Market 
Beaulieu showcased the best of local small 
businesses. We are really pleased with the 
strong relationships we have built with local 
businesses and look forward to many further 
collaborations.

Recently, the Centre has also been really 
pleased to invite the Chelmsford Foodbank to 
operate from here every Friday afternoon. 

We managed to secure funding for a storage 
container in order to allow the Foodbank 
to successfully operate from here in order 
to further help the Beaulieu and wider 
community. We donate room hire, storage, 
and time to support the dedicated and 
hardworking team, and know it is making a 
big difference to local residents in need.

Most recently, we have been mindful of the 
effects the war in Ukraine may be having on 
local community members. 

Beaulieu Community Centre 

Springfield Parish Council24          Springfield Pump
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Beaulieu 
Community Trust  
Three members of Springfield 
Parish Council sit as trustees of 
Beaulieu Community Trust.
They are Cllr Susan Sullivan, Trust Chairman, 
Cllr Ian Fuller, Trust Secretary and Cllr Yvonne 
Spence.  Six other Trustees complete the 
Board of Trustees: three from Beaulieu church 
and three local residents. Meetings were held 
regularly by all Trustees and the Centre Manager 
Ruth Gibson to monitor the governance and 
financial performance of the Centre.  A report 
from Ruth is included in this annual report that 
covers the activities held over the past year.
Trust income has been severely affected 
due to the national Covid restrictions.  The 
Trustees applied to Springfield Parish Council 
for a payment from its ear-marked reserve to 
enable the Centre to continue to serve the 
local community, which was granted.  The 
Trust is grateful to the Parish Council for its 
understanding and support in this difficult time.

We were proud to support St Francis 
Community Church in leading vigils for peace, 
and it was wonderful to see residents from 
all walks of life coming together. We are also 
signposting relevant residents to local mental 
health support services.

Looking forward, we are excited to host the 
second annual Beaulieu Scarecrow Trail in 
April after such overwhelmingly positive 
comments from last year. We also have our 
planning hats on for the upcoming June 
Jubilee bank holiday, hoping to plan a truly 
special day for the community.

To keep up to date with all our activities, 
please follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram, as well as visiting our website at 
beaulieucommunitycentre.org
Ruth Cooper-Gibson, Centre Manager

PLAY IN THE PARK 
Each year, Springfield Parish Council works alongside 
Chelmsford City Council to provide Play in the Park 
sessions for our local community. 
The Parish Council �nance these sessions to enable children to access play during school holidays. 
Sessions in 2022 will be held:
Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th July at Chelmer Village Green, CM2 6RF
Wednesday 3rd August at Spring�eld Parish Centre, CM1 6GX
Monday 15th to Friday 19th August at Spring�eld Parish Centre, CM1 6GX
  

  
To book your place call 01245 606569. 
Sessions are suitable for children aged three to 11,
including those with access needs.
A parent or carer may be required to stay during the session.
Please make sure your child has suitable clothing for playing
games, a drink, a snack, and is prepared for any weather.

Annual Report 2020/21
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P

with this ad | valid Mon-Fri | terms & conditions apply

TheBeautyYard

30%
OFF

www.thebeautyyard.co.uk

01245 440582

a wide range of beauty treatments

Make A Change, Become A Councillor 
Springfield Parish Council elections will take place in May 2023. 
Are you passionate about your community? 
Do you want to help make a long-lasting 
change? Do you have innovative ideas for 
the council? If this is you, then we need you. 
We need people from all backgrounds and 
experiences who reflect their community to 
put themselves forward for election. Make a 
change and become a councillor.

WHAT DO LOCAL COUNCILS AND 
COUNCILLORS DO?
Parish councils and councillors make a massive 
difference to local people’s quality of life. They 
are passionate about their communities and 
seek to make a change to help improve their 
residents’ lives. 

Local councils run numerous services; these 
include setting up dementia-friendly groups, 
maintaining footpaths, public seating and 
litter bins; organising community buses, 
creating neighbourhood plans, implementing 
suitable housing, establishing youth projects, 
managing allotments and open spaces.

Councillors are elected to represent the local 
community, so you must either live or work 
in the council area. Becoming a councillor is 
a rewarding experience as you will be able 
to make a change in your community to 
help improve residents’ lives. A councillor’s 
role can include developing strategies and 
plans for the area, helping with problems and 
ideas, representing the community, working 
with other local community groups, decision 
making and reviewing decisions, and talking 

to the community about their needs and what 
the council is doing.

HOW TO BECOME A COUNCILLOR?
Local councils can only be as helpful, 
connected, and energetic as the people 
elected to run them, so we need councillors 
who are enthusiastic and engaged to 
reflect their communities. You can find out 
more about becoming a councillor on The 
Electoral Commission and Local Government 
Association website. There are three ways that 
you can become a councillor: standing for 
election, filling a vacant seat after an election 
(co-opted), or filling a casual vacancy.

If you are thinking about becoming a 
councillor you will need to complete a 
nomination paper to the City Council’s 
Returning Officer. The process will commence 
during the latter part of March 2023, when 
nomination papers will become available. 
Contact clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk for 
additional information.  

Annual Report 2021/22



Replace the pane, not the frame!
All glazing backed by our

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

“I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard

We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service With A Smile.
Established for over 16 years, 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become the UK’s leading 
company for domestic glass 
replacement. Customers are 
no longer needing to risk their 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down the 
road,  instead, now they can join 
over 320,000 happy customers 
and have their glass replaced 
in an affordable and ethical 
manner.  Remember, a failed 
glass unit may no longer provide 
you with the protection you need 

spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 
failed double glazing?  If you act 
now you can avoid any future 
costly problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Chris 
Miller it became clear that these 

values have been held dear for a 
number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing a 
service that saves the public money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window once the 
unit has failed. Chris commented 
“Cloudy2Clear were able to assist 
our community through the last 

savings that can be made in using 
our service. Unfortunately we 
might be going through something 
similar again soon and the public 
can rest assured that we will be 
there to help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.com.

All C2C employees 
operate a strict social 
distancing policy.
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c l a s s i f i e d

Advertise in our new 
c l a s s i f i e d section for 

£53+VAT for 3 months. 
Please call 

01843 523030 

CARE MATCH 

BEGIN A CAREER IN CARE!

MATCHED WITH CARE

RECRUITMENT - TRAINING - CONSULTANCY

Phone 01843 636188
Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk

www.carematchuk.co.uk

Registered Nurses    Support Workers        Home Managers

            Care Staff             Senior Care Staff            Domestic StaffVacancies we currently have:

Public Rights of Way Report
Regular inspections of footpaths within the Parish to identify 
issues such as broken stiles, restricted access, etc., have taken place 
throughout the year.
In March 2021, I reported to Chelmsford City 
Council that the frequency that waste and dog 
waste bins were being emptied on Beaulieu 
was inadequate, taking account of the number 
of additional residencies being occupied 
there. The problem was particularly acute after 
weekends and Bank Holidays..

I received no update but can report that an 
additional dog waste bin was installed in the 
area, on the mixed-use path that runs from 
Braganza Way play area through to Centenary 
Way. I continue to monitor the issue.

In May 2021, I reported that the handrail on 
the small footbridge that is on Footpath 16, 
which runs from alongside the new KFC to 

Chancellor Park, had been broken, possibly 
vandalised. Since my report this footbridge 
has been replaced with a sturdy, new one. 

I also reported that the same footpath 
(Footpath 16) was becoming overgrown 
and was advised that it was on Essex 
Highways’ cutting schedule. It was 
subsequently cleared. 

Russell Richards

28    Springfield Parish Council
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Springfield Library
As I write this piece, spring is at last well and truly with us. 
It is my favourite season; it speaks of fresh 
starts, allowing us to cast off those heavy 
layers, promising warmer weather to enjoy, 
and of lighter nights to come. It feels that 
life is returning to a semblance of normality, 
casting off many of those restrictions that have 
become almost a part of our daily lives for the 
last couple of years.  

And it feels that libraries are also ‘coming back 
to life’; at Springfield library, where I work as 
a volunteer, customers and students are once 
again coming in to study, to sit and read in a 
warm, pleasant, and cheerful environment, 
or to use the computers to do research. We 
have school parties visiting again, and regular 
groups meeting up. It’s wonderful that we can 
enjoy these simple and innocent pleasures. I 
wonder where else could you go to do that, 
with so much valuable knowledge available, 
at no additional cost? So much has changed 
in libraries over the decades; those of us of 
‘a certain age’ will remember libraries as 
often serious and hushed buildings, given 
over to quiet study. All that has changed – 
for the good, I feel – with libraries offering 
so many new opportunities and services. 
There are encouraging-reading schemes, 
themed occasions, competitions, Love Your 
Library Days, and many more regular events 
throughout the year designed to inspire 
imagination. 

It’s a wonderfully British institution and 
open to all. You can come in and take a book 
from the shelves and sit and read it there if 
you wish. They are, I believe, invaluable and 
special places in each local community. Many 
won’t realise that small electrical items can 
be left at the library for recycling, or batteries 
also, and one new scheme is for used printer 
cartridges. Volunteers are also encouraged 
to put forward ideas; a recent innovation of 
which is our Jigsaw trolley, where jigsaws can 
be donated, borrowed for free, and returned 
when completed. 

Springfield is a lovely library to work in; as 
part of the Parish Centre, it’s light and airy 
with attractive wood beams throughout, 
large windows, and even a large squishy 
sofa! It has a dedicated and enthusiastic 
team of people wanting and waiting to help 
customers, volunteers all, who enjoy imparting 
their knowledge, offering assistance, or just 
chatting about their favourite books or a new 
author they’ve discovered. 

I personally get great satisfaction from hearing 
a mum, dad or grandparent sitting in the 
children’s section reading a book aloud with 
a child, picked from the varied and colourful 
choice on offer.

Ann Kirby, Volunteer 
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Springfield Library Update
Springfield library has been operating a near normal service now 
since September 2021. 
Our regular groups are back using our space. 
The Winter Reading Challenge was a success 
and many children participated. The library 
offers a wide range of reading material, and for 
those who prefer an electronic read we have 
a comprehensive e-book offer for all, e-books, 
e-audio, e-magazines, and e-newspapers. 

Essex Libraries subscribes to many online 
services too so you can research your family 
history or take one of many learning courses 
– have a browse on our website to find 
out more. We recently joined The Library 
Consortium and through this can offer a wider 
range of books.  Our new self-service machines 
are chip and pin friendly, and we have a new 
library app which allows you to manage your 
account from your phone.  

Rhyme times are back on Thursday afternoons 
at 2pm – no need to book. just turn up and 
join in with your children.

We have been 
holding regular Love 
Your Library Days 
throughout the year. 

The previous one 
was 19th February 
and the theme 
was Super Heroes. 

Neighbourhood 
Watch attended, 
young and older 
customers had 
fun with colouring 
activities and a 
Superhero story 
time. Both the 
Knit and Natter 
and craft groups 
attended, and 
many customers 
enjoyed something from our Community Tea 
stall. 

Our Next Love 
Your Library 
is Saturday 
28th May and 
the theme is 
The Queen’s 
Jubilee; all are 

welcome to come along and partake of all the 
activities we are offering. 

For all the latest information please check our 
website for details of our opening hours and 
service offers. You can also follow us on our 
Facebook pages.

Springfield library wouldn’t be the fantastic 
library it is without the dedication and hard 
work by the team of regular volunteers.

We always welcome new volunteers, so if 
you can spare a few hours a week and are 
interested in joining the team, please get in 
touch. We ask for a regular commitment of 
two to four hours a week, and will support 
you with the training package. To apply for 
this role you do need to be over 18, but there 
is no upper age limit! Pop into Springfield 
Library when it is open or visit our website and 
search libraries.essex.gov.uk and see the 
Volunteering with Essex Libraries page. 

Springfield opening hours are:
Tuesday 10-5pm, Thursday 10-5pm
Friday 10-5pm, Saturday 10-1pm.  
Remember we are open 24/7 on: 
libraries.essex.gov.uk

Vivian Wortley, 
Face to Face Supervisor
Chelmsford & Springfield Libraries
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Have you ever thought of being a 
governor at a local school?
Springfield primary school is a community school serving families in 
this area.
We are looking for committed 
people to join Springfield Primary 
School’s Governing Board. 

We have a number of vacancies 
and would welcome applications 
from people with experience in:
• �Finance (Accountant, Finance 

Manager, etc.)
• Human Resources
• Legal (Paralegal, Solicitor, etc.)
• �Health and Safety (H&S officer, union rep, 

etc.)
• Capital projects management

The Governing Board of our school is made up 
of parents, staff, local authority, and co-opted 
governors, and operates at a strategic level. 
We are responsible for both the conduct of 
the school and for the promotion of high 
standards. We carry out this role by setting the 
vision for the school, ensuring that the school 
works efficiently and effectively towards 
achieving its vision, and that the school 
provides a high quality education for its pupils. 

This is done by building a thorough 
knowledge of the school and its 
community, by both supporting 
and constructively challenging 
the school, and by ensuring 
accountability and compliance.

Governors need not be experts in 
the field of education. What they do 

need is an interest in the school and 
in the welfare of its pupils, together with 

the time and willingness to get involved. 
Governors also need ‘soft skills’ – the ability to 
be able to build relationships with a range of 
people, to be able to work as part of a team, to 
be able to question, and to make connections 
between different types of information. 

If you would like to find out more about how 
you can contribute to governance at our 
school, or have any questions about anything, 
then please contact the Chair of Governors, 
Nona Stevenson via email: 
nonastevenson@springfield-pri.essex.sch.uk
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Rogue traders and door knockers... Be Vigilant, Be Alert.
With spring around the corner, the regular 
doorknockers will be wandering around, 
looking to make easy money. Each answer 
of the door offers them information. Are you 
disabled or elderly? Are you living on your 
own? Looking through your open door can 
reveal information about your lifestyle and 
wealth. Never let them in your house. Hi-Vis 
jackets can be purchased anywhere.

DOORSTEP CRIME involves groups of people 
looking to make easy money, they can be 
persuasive and intimidating. These people 
often target the elderly and vulnerable. 
As people become elderly or disabled 
then house maintenance tasks become 
major chores and a problem where help 
is needed. The gutters and downpipes 
outside all need cleaning out and 
driveways need cleaning. 

A knock on the door and an offer of help 
may seem a godsend. STOP… THINK. Never 
employ unknown people at your door, even if 
they seem friendly and their brochures seem 
convincing. 

Often comments like: “Your roof is damaged”, 
“You have roof tiles missing”, “Your gutters 

are broken.”  The cowboy knows you 
cannot climb up onto the roof to 
check. The caller wants to frighten you 
into getting unnecessary work done. 
Remember, the price always goes up 

and you get no guarantee of decent 
workmanship and may end up with 
more damage. 

Never allow callers into your house. “Can I use 
your toilet? NO.” always be polite but firm. If 
a caller persists, call the police, and inform a 
neighbour.

Springfield District Neighbourhood Watch

If you need a tradesman contact Springfield 
Neighbourhood Watch for their list of trusted 
local traders contact mike hellen membership 
secretary at mike.Hellen@blueyonder.co.uk 
or go online to the trading standards website 

buy with confidence. 
buywithconfidence.gov.uk
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Email: essexsouth@greenthumb.co.uk 
Call: 01277 227988 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE

Over the last 35 years our love for lawns has continued to grow. We combine our passion 
and enthusiasm with innovative technology and dedicated customer service as we continue 
to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. Our ground-breaking Lawn Treatment Programmes keep 
your grass looking its best all year round, ensuring your lawn receives the love and attention 
it deserves.

FROM JUST

PER TREATMENT*

*Based on 5 annual treatments 
with a lawn size 

up to 40m2 

£18 

Thinking of moving?
Call the local experts on 

01245 292100

fennwright.co.uk
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The Springfield Parish Centre is also available for functions and parties. For further information, 
please call 01245 464583 

Please note that some activities do not run during the school holidays.

What’s On at Chelmers Village Hall
Village Square, Chelmer Village, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 6RF. Please 
see below the list of our regular clubs and classes. We are now taking 
bookings for parties.

Booking clerk can be contacted on: 07716 790510 or email cvhbookings@hotmail.co.uk 
Website www.chelmervillagehall.co.uk 
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Springfield Parish Centre
The Springfield Parish Centre is located in 
St Augustine’s Way, North Springfield, and is 
available most weekends for functions, parties, 
and events. Currently there is availability for 
licensed functions on Saturday evenings in our 
Bowers Hall – hire of the bar comes with a bar 
manager. 

At the time of writing there is an opportunity 
for a new Café in the centre; please contact 
clerk@springfield-pc.gov.uk to discuss. 
We also have availability to hire our rooms 
during the week.  For further information and 
availability email 
enquiries@springfield-pc.gov.uk

A wide range of activities take place at the 
Centre each week, such as a Pre-School during 
the day in our Annex side, Afternoon Clubs 
(Bingo, Indoor Bowls, Tea Dance), various types 
of fitness classes for all ages, language classes, 
Wing Chun, Brownies, Guides, Springfield 
Art Group, Springers A.O.D.S., Badminton, 
Aerobics, Lace making, Hartbeeps Baby Class, 
Kumon, Springfield Camera Club, Club & Lace 
Making Club, Yoga, Line Dancing, Children’s 
Ballet, Little Stars Theatre, Salsa & Springfield 
Youth Group once per week.

Contact details for these clubs/organisations 
can be found later in this publication, on the 
Parish Council notice boards or look at ourweb 
site: www.springfield-pc.gov.uk

Chelmer Village Hall
Chelmer Village Hall, located in the Village 
Square of Chelmer Village is also available for 
hire most weekends for functions, parties, 
and events.  Currently there is availability for 
licensed functions on Saturday evenings and 
the hire of the bar comes with a bar manager.  

Currently a pre-school hires the hall during the 
day, Mondays to Fridays. Various groups hire 
the hall in the evening such as carpet bowls, 
dance clubs, various types of fitness and 
exercise classes, a karate club, and a drama 
group.  Some availability remains for bookings 
on weekday evenings.  For further information, 
please call the booking line on 07716 790510 
and leave your details with a short message or 
email cvhbookings@hotmail.co.uk

Contact information for all the groups/
organisations who hire the hall can be found 
later in this publication, on the notice board 
outside the hall, or look on the web page: 
www.chelmervillagehall.co.uk 

Booking the Halls
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NORDIC TIMBER
L T D

TIMBER & FENCING SUPPLIER

WE HAVE A FULL STOCK OF:

Decking
32mm x 140mm 

Lengths 3.0m, 3.6m or 4.8m   

Treated Essex Board
Black, Green or Brown

175mm x 4.8m     

Treated Timber C24
100mm x 50mm x 4.8m
150mm x 50mm x 4.8m

Close Board Fence Panels
Square Trellis

Feather Edge Gates
Brown Treated Timber Posts

Graded Timber
MDF

Nails and Screws

Picket Fence Panels
Tongue & Groove Gates

Met Posts
Plywood

Insulation Boards
Joist and Jiffy Hangers

New Sleepers – Brown / Green
240mm x 120mm x 2.4m
200mm x 100mm x 2.4m

 
 

 

SPECIALISTS IN FENCING, TRELLIS, POSTS AND DECKING, GRADED TIMBER AND PLYWOOD
• CHEAPEST AROUND • PLEASE PHONE FOR A QUOTE
VISIT OUR YARD AND YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED

Unit 1 Bulldog Works, Boars Tye Road, Silver End, Witham CM8 3QE

T: 01376 584902
Open: Monday to Friday 7:30am to 4:30pm & Saturday 7:00am to 12:30pm

VISIT OUR 

YARD AND YOU 

WILL NOT BE 

DISAPPOINTED
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• All Different Designs Of Block Paving Installed & Laid
• Artificial Turf • All Hard & Soft Landscaping Undertaken
• Turfing • Patios • Paths
• Driveways • All Slab Work
• All Types Of Sandstone Supplied & Laid

Licensed Waste Carrier • All Garden Waste Removed 

Call Now For A Free Estimate On 01245 382 947 or 07968 675 304

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
All Tree Work Undertaken From Pruning, Shaping & Tidying Hedges, Shrubs Etc.

ds landscaping & tree care contractors

Indian
Sandstone

Driveways Patios Porcelain
Paving

Fencing Turfing

01245 269 777

CALL:

for a FREE

VALUATION

Thomas Coe, your Local 
Property Specialist on:

or visit hamiltonpiers.co.uk for 
an INSTANT ONLINE VALUATION

CURIOUS... 
TO KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOUR HOME 
IS WORTH IN
SPRINGFIELD 
& BEAULIEU

Over 55 independent stores combine to create exciting
shopping moments of magical finds and essential must haves.
Visit chelmsfordforyou.co.uk and click ‘discover’ to
see more and meet the faces of
Chelmsford Markets!



 

At Ripples, we work slightly differently from 
others. Our talented bathroom designers try to 

go over your ideas, your torn out pages from 
magazines, your Pinterest boards – whatever 
it is that inspires you. Before we do anything, 

all solutions, but we do take dreams and ideas 
and turn them into bespoke designs for your 
new bathroom. From the moment you step 
into our showroom to the moment you step 

 
for you.

C R E A T I N G  B E A U T I F U L  B A T H R O O M S  S I N C E  1 9 8 8

RIPPLES CHELMSFORD, 8 BOND STREET NORTH,  
CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM1 1GH  |  01245 287977

ripplesbathrooms.com

There’s a lot that goes into your 
bathroom before you do.


