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Baction 1 — Annual Governance 3tat
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We acknowledge as the members of:

SOANGAELD RSt CounCie

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We coniirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, - with
respect to the Accaunting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

1. We have put In place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the prepasation of
the ascounting statements,

brepared Jis saccouniing sfaiemem‘s in acoardance
with the Accounts and Audif Regulations.

2. We malntained an adequate system of Inteinal conirol
including meastres designad to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectivansss.

NS

made proper arrangaments and accepled responsibifily
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
i s charge.

. We Look all veasonable steps 1o assure oursslves
that there are no maiters of actual or potenilal
non-cempliance wih laws, regulations and Propar
Practices that could have a significant financial effsct
on the ability of this authority fo cenduct its
business or manage iis finances.

[45]
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| has only done what it has the legal power io do and has
compiied with Proper Fractices in doing so,

4, Wa provided praper oppartunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordancs with the
requiremants of the Accounts and Audit Regullations,

during the year gave all persons Inlerested the opgorlunity lo LY
inspect and ask quesiions about this authorily’s accounts.

5. We carrled out an assesstmant of the sisks faclng this
authority and took appropriate steps 1o manage those
rsks, including the introduction of Intsrnal controls andfor
external insurance cover whera required.

considarad and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and deall with them proparly.

6. We maintalnad throughout the year an adequate and
affective system of internal audit of the accounting v/

records and control systemns.

arranged for a compstent person, independent of the financial
controis and proceduras, fo give an objactive view on whather
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller autharity,

7. We took appropriate action on all malters raised //
in raports from internal and exiernal audit. Y,

rasponded fo malfers brovght fo Its atlention by Internal and
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigafion, liabiliies ar
commifments, events or fransactions, oceurring sither
during or after the year-end, bave a financial impact oh V/
this authority and, whare appropriate, have Included them
i the accounting statements,

9, {For local councils only} Trust funds including
charltable. in our capacity as the sole managing
trustes we discharged our acceuniability
responsibiltties for the fund(s)assets, including
financiai reporiing and, if required, independent
axamination or audit,

disclosed everything if shouild have about s business activity
during the year inciuding events faking place afler the year
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsihilities where, as a body
| corporate, it Is a sole managing trusfee of a local Y
rust or trusts,

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe -

how the authority wiil address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.
This Annual Goverpance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authotity on:
: i = .
i June 2023
qnd recorded as milmte reference:

0503 ()

S SPENEARD P G e

Signed by tha Chairman and Clerk of the mesting where
approval was given:

Chairman ﬂ th/a%‘é]/\, -

Clerk . {] ‘ Lélii@(_m .. o F ®
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action 2 - Accounting Statem

- Q‘Qj M (3 {1—'{}

1. Balances brought

hn]

E' i@d’

Paeis CounciL

A Total ba!ancesand rescives at fhe begfnnmg of z‘he year
as recorded fn the Fnancial records. Value must agree {0

forward ap N v _—
iq Bq& f v 2“‘; él"”‘*\’? Box 7 of pravious year.
2. {+) Precept or Rates and Tolal amount of precept {or for IDBs rafes and lovios)
Lavies LS50 L{,E";}\ 142 5 ;Zgzgzg’m' receivahle in the year. Exclude any grants

3. (+) Total othar receipts

1% Z_onde I51,31%

Tolal incame o recaipts as recorded in the eashbook less
ihe precept or rales/levies recelvad (line Z). Include any
grants recelved.

A. (-} Btaff costs

5 33?’3, u‘SZd employers NI contributions, employers pension

| Total expenditure er payments made fo and o behalf
of all employees, Include gross salarles and wages,

contributions, graiuities and severance paymenis,

5. (+) Loan interest/capital
repaymenis

A oS

Total expendifure or payments of caplial and inferast
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. () Al other payments

Al

‘(Ek‘%‘s 15577 20% W= book less staff costs (ine 4) and loan Inlerest/capital

Total expenditure or payinents as recorded In the cash-

repayiments {line &).

7. {=) Baiances carried
forward

72l

l%(c}, Tégcf egual (1+243) - (4+5+6).

Total balances and reserves af the end of the year. Must

8. Totai value of cash and
short ternt Inveslments

P12, 357

i%‘vl’ 23)?_ holdings and short ferm Investmenis held as at 31 March -
1

The sum af all current and deposit bank accounis, cash

To agree with bank reconciliation.

6, Total fixed asssts plus
long term investments
and assats

G123 [SBR5T

The value of afl the propeiy tha authorily owns — it fs made
up of all its ﬁxed assels and fong term Invegtmenis as at

37 March. (}_3 ':"%agfg S,f”}*3

10. Total borrowings

2901, 877 A2} G | from third parties (including PWLE).

The outstanding cap:taf balance as at 31 Maich of all loans

0 afets 0 L) < 0

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds \/f
(including charitable)

111, Disclosure nofe re Trust funds \/j
{including charitabla)

The Couref), as a hody corporats, acts as sole frusiee and
i responsible for managing Trust funds of assels.

The figures In the accounting statemants above do not
inciude any Trust fransactions.

1 cetlify that for the year ended 34 March 2023 the Accoutting
Statements in this Annual Goveinhance and Accountability
Retirn have been prepared on elther a receipts and payments
of income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accotintability for Smaller Authorities —a
Practiioners’ Guide to Propar Practices and present fairty
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsihle Finanofal Officer before heing
presented to the authouty for approval

b lafn

Date f/‘ 6 l 2

| confirm that these Accounting Statements weare
approved by this authority on this date:

K June 20272

as recerded ih minute reference:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

Statemegt;; raprf:f!ed
RG> 1%¢ N
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
L0 springfield Parish Council <EX0223

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is respensible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as exterhal auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

Except for the matlers reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for cohcern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met,

Section 1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed, as the smaller authority has confirmed that it did not approve the risk register in the
period. This is consistent with the Internal Auditor's response to Internal Controf Objective C.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper|
provision during the year 2023/24 for the exercise of public rights, since the notice regarding the period for the exercise of public rights was not
published before the start of the peried. The notice was published on the same date as the start of the period. As a result, the smalier authority
must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of
public rights during 2024/25.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature
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