SPRINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
25% SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.00 p.m.
SPRINGFIELD PARISH CENTRE CM1 6GX

PRESENT
Chairman: Cllr R. Carson
Vice Chairman: Clir 1. Fulter

Clirs: E.Aluko, G.Brazendale, S.Byrne-Lagrue, B.Chadwick, A.Chong, N.Duley,
D.Havell, R.Lee, 1.Pioli, S. Sullivan

In attendance: Clerk to the Council
RFO & Deputy Clerk
1 Member of the public

36 CO-OPTION ONTO COUNCIL

Further to minute 32 of the council meeting held on 3™ July 2023, members
were advised that Clir Aluko had signed the relevant documents.

RESOLVED: Clir Aluko was welcomed and the information was noted.

37  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - were received and accepted from Essex County
Councillor Mike MacKrory.

38 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS - Clir S. Byrne-Lagrue and
A. Chong declared an interest as members of Village Council of Chelmer.

39 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chairman confirmed his attendance at the Library’s 10™ birthday party.

A letter had been received from MP Vicky Ford regarding Uplands Ranger
Football Team.

Chairman asked for members to re look at their personal profiles on the
website and advise the RFO/Deputy Clerk by the 9 October of their amended
profile. A request for a photograph of the following members at the end of the
meeting to be placed on Springfield Parish Councils website alongside their
profile: Cllr Chadwick, Clir Pioli and Clir Dudley.

Chairman advised members that the resignation of the Clerk to the Council had
been received and the Clerk to the Council would be retiring on 30™" November
2023.

40 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - one member of the public was in attendance
regarding minute number 46.

41 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING - held on 3™ July 2023

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 3™ July 2023 be approved
and signed as a correct record.
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42 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON:

42.1 Planning & Environment Committee - 3" July 2023
42.2 Premises Committee - 24% July 2023

42.3 Planning & Environment Committee - 29" August 2023
42.4 Premises Committee (budget) - 4" September 2023

43 PROMOTING THE COUNCIL

Further to minute 28 of the Council meeting held on 3™ July to receive
feedback from Clirs Byrne-Lagrue, Clir Chadwick and Clir Fuller about meetings
in preparation to decide how hest to promote the council.

RESOLVED: that Clir Lee advised that promoting the items for the council and
parish centre will be covered in the forthcoming Premises Committee meeting
to be held on 27" November 2023. Further to the Premises meeting to be held
the information would be referred to Clir Byrne Lague and Clir Fuller.

44 COMMUNITY GARDEN PROIJECT APPOINTMENT OF NEW VOLUNTEER CO-
ORDINATOR

Further to minute 35 a & b of the Full Council meeting held on 3™ July 2023,
Cllr Dudley and Clir Lee were asked to provide members with an update.
Members were asked to nominate a member of the council as a new Volunteer
Co-Ordinator.

RESOLVED: that

(a) Clir Dudley was nominated as the new Volunteer Co-Ordinator;

(b)  Clerk to the council to contact Chelmsford Volunteer Service to see if
they can find volunteer Co-Ordinator;

(c)  Clir Dudley advised that Garden Project volunteer day would need to be
on a Monday or Tuesday morning instead of Thursdays;

(d) item to be added to next Full Council agenda to update members.

45 APPOINTMENT OF CLLR ALUKO TO COMMITTEES

Members were asked to consider appointing Cllr Aluko to committees. There
was a vacancy on Planning & Environment committee and Finance & Policy
committee,

RESOLVED: that Clir Aluko was nominated onto Finance and Policy committee.

46 CO-OPTION

Further to minute number 16 of the meeting held on 15% May 2023, members
were asked to consider an application for co-option onto council.

RESOLVED: that

(a)when put to the vote it was unanimously agreed to Co-opt Kelly Hine onto
the council;

(b)Clerk to the council will contact the candidate regarding completion of
necessary paperwork.
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47

48

49

49.1

49.2

PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT ITEMS

The Planning & Environment committee meeting that was due to take place on
Monday 18™ September 2023, was cancelled by the Chairman of the committee
due to insufficient planning applications. Clir Brazendale requested the
Environment items be referred to Full Council.

RESOLVED: that the information was noted.

SPRINGFIELD PARISH SIGN

Springfield Parish sign was currently located on open space on the corner of
Pollards Green / Chelmer Village Way. Further to the Community Governance
Review the sign would require re-location. Members were asked to consider a
suitable site to commence enquiries to its re-location.

RESOLVED: that

(a) Initial enquiries are to be made by Officers to Essex County Council
Highways regarding the relocation of the sign in 2 or 3 potential locations
within parish (Green open space opposite Sidmouth Road {(nhear young trees)
North side of Pump Lane, 50 yards further along in middle of roundabout with
Pump Lane going in either direction)

(b) The item be added to next planning and Environment committee meeting
to receive an update.

PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

The following items had been referred to Council following the cancellation of
the Planning & Environment committee meeting that should have been held on
30t October.

Budget Monitoring 15 April 2023 - 8% September 2023

Committee Budget

Members considered the draft committee budget for 2023/24 financial year.

RESOLVED: that (a) The budget report attached as Appendix A be noted;

(b) an earmarked reserve is set for £1,000 for the removal of the viilage sign
at the 1%t April 2024,

(c) the committee budget for Planning and Environment be amended as

follows expenditure code 6730 amended to £1,0000 with this amendment
members agreed the draft budget of £16,895 as Appendix B
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50 FOR INFORMATION

Members received information from Cllr Byrne Lagrue about adders being brought
into residents homes in the Springfield Parish Council area. Reports had been
made of animal deaths and emergency treatment for a human who had been
bitten.

RESOLVED: that Cllr Byrne-Lagrue emailed the information to the Clerk to the
Council who would report the mater to Chelmsford City Council.

(Cilr Chong, Clir Sullivan & Clir Byrne- Lagrue left the meeting at 8.00 pm for the
following item of business):

51

52

53

54

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM VILLAGE COUNCIL OF CHELMER

Further to minute number 33 of the Full Council meeting held on 3 July 2023,
Springfield Representatives met on 25 September 2023 to discuss the Village
Council of Chelmer’s preliminary proposals following Community Governance
Review and information would be sent to Village Council of Chelmer in due
course.

RESOLVED: members noted that an interim meeting had taken place and that
correspondence would be sent to Village Council of Chelmer.

Cllr Chong, CHr Sullivan & Clir Byrne- Lagrue returned to the meeting at 8.04
p.m.

SUPPLIER PAYMENT LIST
15t June 2023 - 31% August 2023

RESOLVED: that

(a) Members suggested that price comparisons should be made between
suppliers when goods are ordered as it was not always the case that online
suppliers were the cheapest;

(b) that the payment list attached at Appendix C be approved and adopted.

SPRINGFIELD PARISH COUNCILLOR EMAIL ADDRESSES

Clerk to the Council provided a verbal update to members at the meeting
reminding members that they needed to monitor their individual email
accounts.

RESOLVED: that the information was noted.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The item was placed on the agenda at the request of the Chairman. The Clerk
made members aware of the ruling about placing ‘Any Other Business’ on
agendas’ and the fact that this did not comply with openness and transparency,
neither was it possible to incur any expenditure under this item.

The views stated in the Local Council Administration publication states “The
author’s view is that an agenda should not include Any Other Business to avoid
the possibility of decisions being taken unlawfully”,
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RESOLVED: that it was agreed by members any information not placed as an
agenda item should not be discussed, any items for information could be made
under the Chairman’s announcements.

Meeting closed at 8.23 p.m.

Clir R. Carson
Chairman
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