Minutes of the Springfield Annual Parish Assembly held on 18th April 2017 
in the Committee Room, Chelmers Village Hall, 

Village Square, Chelmer Village
at 8.00.pm.

Chairman:
Cllr Ms S Sullivan
In attendance:
10 members of the public

Clerk to the Council


Deputy Clerk to the Council

1.
OPENING ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

Cllr Ms Sullivan welcomed those in attendance, explaining this was a meeting for the electors of the parish to express their views and put forward suggestions for the forthcoming year.  She advised that the annual assembly was being held at the Chelmers Village Hall this year as the parish council alternates its annual meeting between the Springfield Parish Centre and Chelmers Village Hall.
The Chairman reported that former Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs Jean Hall had resigned and moved out of the area.  Cllr Mrs Garrett had been nominated to fill the role of Vice Chairman.  The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs Chapman onto the parish council as a co-opted member replacing Mrs Hall. Regrettably, Paul Walentowicz and Steve Lewis had passed away during the year and both vacancies would be filled by co-option.   All the parish council committees had been busy during the year.
The Chairman thanked the Clerk to the Council and the parish council staff for their commitment to ensuring the smooth running of the parish council. Thanks, were also extended to the volunteers who had helped the Parish Council, in particular, the Public Rights of Way Officer, Russell Richards.
The Chairman also mentioned the Community Garden at Springfield Parish Centre which is maintained by volunteers and is now becoming established. She advised that new volunteers were always welcomed to help maintain the garden.
The parish council has representatives on the Beaulieu Community Trust which is involved in managing the community centre currently taking under construction.  It is hoped that the trust will take over running the new facility from September 2017 

2.
CHELMSFORD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT  

Representatives Roger Chapman and Clair Dade from the above organisation gave a brief presentation on the Chelmsford Community Transport.
They reported that the organisation had been in Chelmsford for about 20 years and its purpose is to help alleviate loneliness by linking communities and people, providing transport to those who are unable to access public transport.  Their ‘Dial a Ride’ service gives access to hospitals, healthcare, social and leisure activities, etc.
The organisation currently runs five mini buses and 30 cars.  Customers give two days’ notice of their transport needs.  Mini buses can be hired and all drivers are police checked and run door to door services.  Costs are minimal and vary depending on the transport used and mileage.
The Chairman thanked Mr Chapman and Ms Dade for a very interesting presentation on the work carried out by the Chelmsford Community Transport. 
3.
ANNUAL REPORT 2015/16 
Cllr Ms Sullivan brought the report to the attention of all those in attendance, she highlighted items about Chelmers Village Hall, the Parish Centre, the Community Garden, the Community Speed Watch Initiative and the parish council’s income and expenditure for the year; advising that the parish council had kept its costs under control resulting in a precept reduction of £1.56 per Band D property, despite the loss of grant from Chelmsford City Council
4.
QUESTIONS, PROPOSALS AND COMMENTS FROM ELECTORS OF THE PARISH

Cllr Ms Sullivan invited questions and proposals from Members of the Public.
Questions were raised and answered on:

· Chelmers Village Hall,
· Open space behind the Montessori Kindergarten in Cuton Hall Lane designated as a Public Open Space, 

Cllr Ms Sullivan thanked everyone for attending.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Signed……………………….………………………. 
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