Minutes of the Springfield Annual Parish Assembly 
held on 15th April 2019 
in the Council Chamber, Springfield Parish Centre,
St Augustine’s Way

at 8.00.pm.

Chairman:
Cllr Ms S Sullivan
In attendance:
26 members of the public

Clerk to the Council


Deputy Clerk to the Council

1.
OPENING ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

Cllr Ms Sullivan welcomed those in attendance, explaining this was a meeting for the electors of the parish to express their views and put forward proposals for the forthcoming year.  This was the end of a four-year election cycle and the next time the parish council meets there will be a new group of councillors elected to serve the next four years.  Two councillors have decided not to stand for re-election; Paul Hutchinson and Duncan Lumley.

Both have served the parish council for many years in various guises; Paul Hutchinson as Chairman to the Council and Chairman of the Finance & Policy Committee and Duncan Lumley serving on the Environment & Leisure Committee, the Personnel Sub-Committee, the Chelmers Village Hall Management Committee and the Afternoon Clubs.  Both will be sorely missed, and we wish them all the best.

Other councillors who stepped down during the year are Jonathan Thompson due to ill health and Kerry Chapman who moved out of the area.  In December 2018 members welcomed Cllr Andrew Potts onto the parish council as a co-opted member.  There is currently one vacancy on the parish council.
We were proud to have two of our councillors elected as Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Chelmsford City Council for the municipal year; Cllrs Yvonne Spence and Christine Garrett.  Both were kept very busy.  One event carried out by Cllr Garrett was to donate a Christmas tree from the parish council allotments to Barnes Farm Junior School.
During the year the parish council was awarded Quality Standard in Local Council Administration.  This award recognises that the parish council is compliant with the requirements needed to run lawfully and in accordance with standard practice.  Our thanks go to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to the Council for the completing the work required to obtain this award.
The latest publication of the Springfield Pump incorporates the Annual Report of the Council and details all the work carried out during the year by the parish council on behalf of its residents.  The parish council supports its local community.  Examples include subsidising the Springfield Youth Group's hire of the parish centre and for the older residents, the Afternoon Clubs (bingo, carpet bowls and tea dance).  Other activities include information sessions such as Gang Awareness and the Police drop in sessions where the community and police can work together to reduce crime.

Last December we organised a pantomime which was very successful.  It was subsidised by the parish council and sponsorship was received from local organisations.  Another is planned for this year. 
The parish council would like to thank all its volunteers for their support.  Thanks go to Pat Ackrell who works tirelessly in the community garden at the back of the parish centre car park.  If anyone is interested in helping her please contact the Clerk to the Council.  Also, to Russell Richards who is our Public Rights of Way Officer.  Russell, on our behalf, regularly walks the footpaths in the parish ensuring they are all in good order.  Finally, the parish council would like to extend thanks to all the library volunteers.
The parish council is involved with three community buildings, the parish centre, Chelmers Village Hall and the Beaulieu Community Centre.  The parish centre is continually being, maintained and refurbished; its latest asset is public Wi-Fi.  Chelmers Village hall is a charity which the parish council assumed responsibility for approximately nine years ago.  The charity is now looking healthy and a great deal of updating and refurbishing has been carried out at the premises.  Our thanks go to the officers and members of the Management Committee for their sterling work.
Beaulieu Community Centre is not run directly by the parish council.  It is a charity run by a trust deed of nine members; three from the parish council, three from the local church and three residents.  Currently there is a vacancy for a resident trustee.  It is a community asset and was officially opened this year by Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, Vicky Ford MP and Yvonne Spence, Chelmsford City Mayor.

This year the parish council agreed to fund three special constables.  These are volunteers and unlike the PCSO's have full arrest powers.  The parish council will be responsible for paying their expenses whilst they are patrolling the parish.
Information in the Springfield Pump details improvements to the bus timetables allowing commuters the opportunity to use public transport in the evening.  So far positive comments have been received on this initiative.
The outcome of the Essex County Council consultation on library closures in Essex is expected in June 2019.  The Springfield Library is not at risk; however, the parish council is working hard to ensure that it remains a fully functioning library with all services available to the public.
2.
 ANNUAL REPORT 2018/19
Cllr Ms Sullivan brought the report which had been delivered to all households, to the attention of those in attendance. In particular the financial pages highlighting that for the third year running the parish council has been able to reduce the precept.  She thanked fellow councillors, officers and volunteers who had worked hard ensuring a good service. 
3.
 QUESTIONS, PROPOSALS AND COMMENTS FROM ELECTORS OF THE PARISH

Cllr Ms Sullivan invited questions and proposals from Members of the Public.

Questions were raised and answered on:

· The Springfield Parish boundary.
· The proposed Springfield railway station.
· The spending of the Community Infrastructure Levy.  The Chairman emphasised the fund is for 'infrastructure' rather than donations to local groups.  The purchase of a defibrillator, outdoor gym equipment and improvements for disable access were all being considered by the council.
· Support for the SYG.
· The sad passing of former Cllr John Styles who had served on the parish council for fifteen years prior to his retirement in 2013.

Cllr Ms Sullivan thanked everyone for attending.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Signed……………………….………………………. 
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