
[bookmark: _GoBack]SPRINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 12TH JUNE 2017 AT 7.00P.M. IN SPRINGFIELD PARISH CENTRE 

PRESENT

Cllrs:	G Brazendale, Mrs C Garrett, P Hutchinson (Chairman) and Ms S Sullivan.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received and accepted from Cllr N. Gulliver 
and Y. Spence. 
	
2	MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 20th February 2017

RESOLVED:  the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record.

3	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS

	To receive relevant declarations of interest and any dispensations applied for.

Cllr Garrett declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 8.3 as she attends meeting of the voluntary service as an observer. 

Cllr Hutchinson declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 8.2 as a member of the Wildlife Trust.  

4	CO-OPTION OF NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS – none were required. 

5	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & PRESS – there were none. 

6	RISK ASSESSMENTS

6.1.	Work Unit & Equipment 

RESOLVED: it was noted that no significant risks had been reported and servicing of the ground maintenance equipment was being undertaken by the handymen.

6.2	Parish Council Offices 

RESOLVED: It was noted that no significant risks had been reported. 

7	FINANCIAL MATTERS

7.1	End of Year Accounts 

1.  Members received a copy of the end of year accounts.						
RESOLVED: that the accounts, as presented, be received and accepted.  

(b) Annual Internal Auditor Report

     Members received the report of the Internal Auditor, Heelis & Lodge and 
the completed Page 5 of the Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and Other Smaller Authorities in England audit form.  

RESOLVED:  that the internal audit report is accepted and the comment regarding restated figures is noted.    

(c) The effectiveness of internal controls 

RESOLVED: it was noted relevant documents were reviewed by the finance committee on 20 Feb 2017 and approved at Council on 18th April 2017.   

(d) Annual Governance Statement (sections 1 and 2 of the annual return) 

Members noted that section 1 of the statement would be completed at the full council meeting to be held on 19 June 2017.  Draft figures for section 2 – accounting statements, were also received.  

An explanation was given to members that the external auditor had requested the parish council use re-stated figures for 2017.   The re-stated figures involved a sum of £264 which the auditor believed had not been stated in the cash book at the 2016 year end. 

On inspection of the accounts members agreed that the correct sums and bank balances had been recorded at both year-end (2016) and carried forward at the beginning of the 2017 year.  All balances were clearly and correctly reconciled at the bank with the £264 calculated in the Council’s accounts.  If the figures were restated, as suggested, the £264 sum would be accounted for twice.   

RESOLVED: that the suggested restated figures are not used as they do not reflect the Council’s true bank balances and accounting statements. The figures as stated in section 2 and attached here as appendix A are approved and recommended for adoption at the Council meeting to be held on Monday 19th June 2017.     

7.2 	Statement of Accounts

	(a) Committee Budget Report to end of 2017 financial year					
RESOLVED: that the budget report attached at appendix B be accepted and noted.  

1. Bank Balances & Investments to receive a statement of the Council’s bank accounts and investments.

	As at 31st March 2017		
Current A/c			£    5,886.78
 	Business Premium A/c 	£147,928.71
	Lloyds				£153,318.15
Scottish Widows		£151,295.00
Nat West			£151,536.88

RESOLVED: that the balances are noted. 


7.3	HM Revenue & Customs

The parish council has received correspondence from HMRC advising that they would like all their customers to pay their Pay as You Earn (PAYE) electronically in the future.

RESOLVED: that the clerk to the council researches suitable and secure ways to make online payments and reports back to the committee at a future date. 

7.4	Parish Council Accountant

Members are advised that the accountant the parish council currently employs has opened a new practice ‘All Numbers’. The current partnership (Unity) is de-merging and ceasing.  There will be no increase in fees for 2017, but a small increase will be seen in 2018, to £900 plus VAT.

RESOLVED: due to the excellent service and value given by All Numbers (formerly unity) the parish council is satisfied to continue employing the rebranded company. 

8	SUBSCRIPTIONS

8.1	EALC & NALC – Affiliation 

Correspondence had been received detailing the work carried out by the association during 2016/17.  
 
RESOLVED: that the affiliation fee to the EALC for 2017/18 in the sum of £1,584.94 is paid.

8.2	Essex Wildlife Trust 

RESOLVED: that the annual subscription to the Essex Wildlife Trust in the sum of £40 is renewed. 

8.3	Chelmsford Council for Voluntary Service

RESOLVED: that a donation in the sum of £10 is made to the Chelmsford CVS towards the printed information bulletins sent to the council on a regular basis. 

9	TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
Members received a report on the present telephone system and considered a way to progress its upgrading.  
RESOLVED:
(a) that the termination fee in the sum of £1,699 for line rental and hardware is paid to Ignite (present providers); 
(b) the analogue handsets being leased from Ignite/Grenke remain in place until October 2018;
(c) Forest Communications be appointed on a one year contract, for the sum of £550, to repair and maintain the present system and take over the telephone lines for the same monthly rental of £11.00 per line;
(d) in the meantime costings for the overhaul, installation of relevant cabling and up to date communication requirements are obtained from suppliers and the council includes a sum of money within budget considerations to enable this work to take place in the early part of 2018.
10	IT CONTRACT

Further to the premises Committee Meeting on 28th March 2017, minute 77b members considered the Council’s IT providers.

RESOLVED: that due to the excellent service and value provided by Docendo, our current IT contractors, the parish council would continue to employ them. 

11	 INSURANCE POLICY

RESOLVED: that it is noted the parish council’s insurance is now with Ecclesiastical on a three-year agreement term that commenced on 1st June 2017, at a premium of £9,729.05 in the first year (Came & Co remain our brokers).   

12	FOR INFORMATION – letter of thanks

A letter of thanks has been received from the Essex Air Ambulance for the £500 grant given to them.



Meeting closed at 8.10p.m.

Cllr P. Hutchinson.






Signed Chairman…………………………………………………….  Date………………………………..
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