
[bookmark: _GoBack]SPRINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD AT PARISH CENTRE CM1 6GX  ON 4TH SEPT 2019, at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:  Mrs Y Spence (Chairman)
 
Cllrs:	Ms S Byrne-Lagrue, A. Chong, Mrs C Garrett, N Gulliver and R Lee.  

In attendance: Clerk to the Council

17	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – were received and accepted from Cllr S. Sullivan 

18	MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10th June 2019
	(Copy circulated with agenda for full council meeting – 17th June 2019)

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th June 2019 be signed as a correct record.

19	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS

RESOLVED: that no declarations of interest or dispensations had been applied for.

20	CO-OPTION OF NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS

RESOLVED: that Cllr A. Chong be co-opted onto the committee in the absence of Cllr S. Sullivan.    

21	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & PRESS – none were in attendance. 

22	 RISK ASSESSMENTS

22.1	Work Unit & Equipment – there were no significant risks to report and members noted that servicing of the ground maintenance equipment was being completed. 

RESOLVED: it was noted that as part of the equipment servicing the leaf 
blower had been sent to a company for repair of the carburettor.  
	
22.2	Parish Council Offices – no significant risks reported.

RESOLVED: the information is noted. 

23	FINANCIAL MATTERS 

23.1	Budget Report									

RESOLVED: that the budget report attached as appendix A is accepted. 

23.2	Bank Balances & Investments

The Clerk reported that she had visited Barclays bank regarding the ‘sweep’ 
account that the Council has. To date there had been no response to the 
enquiry.  The current account daily balance had been increased however, 
this would not prevent the rejection of payments if they exceeded that daily 
balance.  The problem remained due to the way in which Barclays 
automated systems operated.     

RESOLVED: that (a) the RFO/Clerk would manage the levels of expenditure from the current account in the best way possible to prevent payments being rejected; 

(b) the Council did not wish to raise the limit of funds within the current account due to potential financial risks involved with fraud/hacking; 

(c) the following bank accounts, investments and balances be noted. 
	
Current A/c		 	£ 50,000   
 	Business Premium A/c 	£ 297,728
	CCLA 				£ 310,135
Nat West		 	£ 152,751

23.3	External Audit
 
RESOLVED: that further to the Council meeting held on 17th June 2019, members noted the external auditor had questioned the amount placed in box 7 (£377,496).  This sum excluded the long-term investment (£309,529 shown in box 9); a change from previous years as this is the first year we have had long-term investment. The auditor states the sum should be in both boxes. 

24	PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE					

Members received information regarding the future improvement needed to the parish council website to enable compliance with ‘access for all’ legislation.     

In 2005, the parish council set up its website with Essexinfonet, a free platform with Cambridge Open Systems.  The website operated on a free of charge basis and employees administered the site.  Access For All legislation must be complied with by 23 September 2020, a result of the requirement brings with it the closure of EssexInfo.net on 31st March 2020. The parish council therefore need a new website provider. The website must be disability compliant, requiring all information and documentation to be usable by people whatever their disability. 

RESOLVED: that (a) the Council seek quotations to set up a new website and provide training to staff who will subsequently administer the site;

(b) investigation into ongoing maintenance costs are also undertaken. 

25	PERSONNEL SUB COMMITTEE 							

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be approved and adopted. 



Meeting closed 
Cllr Y. Spence
Chairman 			Signed..………………………..		Date……..………….
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