
SPRINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2020
7.00P.M. SPRINGFIELD PARISH CENTRE 

40	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – there were none. 

41	MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11th November 2019
	(Copy circulated at council meeting – 9th December 2019)

RESOLVED: the minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record. 

42	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS

RESOLVED: it was noted that Cllr N. Gulliver declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 9.2 as a customer of the service. 

43	CO-OPTION OF NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS – none were required.  

44	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & PRESS – none were in attendance

45	 RISK ASSESSMENTS
	(a) Work Unit & Equipment – no significant risks to report and members are asked to note that servicing of the ground maintenance equipment is being undertaken by the handymen.
	(b) Parish Council Offices – no significant risks to report.

RESOLVED: that the information is accepted and noted. 

46	FINANCIAL MATTERS 

46.1	Budget Report	
Members received a budget report October 2019 - January 2020	

RESOLVED: that the report attached at appendix A be received and accepted.  

46.2	Bank Balances & Investments
Members received a statement of the Council’s bank accounts and investments.
	Current A/c 	 			£  50,000 
 	Business Premium A/c 		£267,765
	CCLA 					£311,456 
Nat West 			 	£153,378 

RESOLVED: the information is noted. 

46.3	Appointment of External Auditor
Members were reminded that PKF Littlejohn LLP had been appointed external auditors for a 5-year period (commencing 2017/18).  

RESOLVED: that the information is noted. 

46.4	Appointment of Accountant & Internal Auditor 	
Further to the committee meeting held on 18th February 2019, minute 32.6, members received a report showing comparative costs of both internal auditors and accountants who have Sage accounting knowledge to complete the end of year account programming.  

RESOLVED: that (a) Heelis & Lodge be appointed internal auditors for the parish council; 
(b) All Numbers accountants be appointed to complete the year end accounts and Sage process for the parish council.  
47	POLICIES    								

47.1	Effectiveness of Internal Audit & Financial Risk Assessment			
RESOLVED: the scope, risk and effectiveness of internal audit work attached at appendix B are approved by members.

47.2	Financial Regulations & Standing Orders

RESOLVED: that it is noted No.4e of the council's standing orders have been revised to account for the removal of the Events & Projects Committee responsibilities.

47.3	Policy Review

RESOLVED: the following parish council policies were reviewed: 
· Casual Vacancy – no change
· Freedom of Information – new website address to be entered throughout the document when launched.  
· Governance, Engagement and Strategy – no change but full review in 2021 when the life of document comes to an end.  
· Grant Funding – application form will only be issue when there is insufficient detail included within a letter of application.  
· Training Intent – no change. 	 

48	GRANTS & SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Members were reminded that the sum of £500 is within the donations 
Budget. 

48.1	Essex & Herts Air Ambulance
Members considered a request for grant funding from the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. 

RESOLVED: that the sum of £300 be donated to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. 
  
48.2	Support 4 Sight
Members considered a donation request from Support 4 Sight 

RESOLVED: that the sum of £200 be donated to Support 4 Sight as a significant number of residents benefit from their services.   

48.3	Essex Association of Local Councils - Retirement 
Members noted that Joy Darby, Chief Executive of the EALC, will shortly be retiring and considered a contribution to her gift. 

RESOLVED: a contribution of £25.00 will be made from the chairman's fund.

48.4	Subscription - Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)
Members considered continuing the annual subscription to the SLCC on behalf of the Clerk in the sum of £336; this would create a budget overspend. 

RESOLVED: that the annual subscription to the SLCC in the sum of £336 is paid on behalf of the Clerk.  

49	TRAINING COURSES

RESOLVED: that the Committee Clerk be permitted to attend an Allotment Legislation and Management course at the EALC on 17th July 2020,  at a cost of £120.00.  





50	PERSONNEL SUB COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED: it was noted that Peninsula HR had been authorised to carry out a piece of work for the council.

51	FOR INFORMATION

RESOLVED: the following was noted, when submitting the precept request to Chelmsford City Council the previous year's details were listed incorrectly. It will have no effect on the precept sum or receipt for the ensuing year. 



Meeting closed 7.40p.m. 
Cllr Y. Spence, Chairman 






Signed……………………………………………..		Date ………………………………………..
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