
SPRINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & POLICY MEETING HELD ON
13TH NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7.00P.M. IN SPRINGFIELD PARISH CENTRE 

PRESENT  
Cllrs:	P Hutchinson (Chairman), C. Garrett, B. Jeapes, Y. Spence (late) and S. Sullivan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In attendance: Clerk to the Council.

22	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – were received and accepted from Cllr G Brazendale and Cllr N. Gulliver.  

23	MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 4th September 2017

	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be signed as a correct record.

24	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS

RESOLVED: there were no declarations of interest or dispensations applied for.

25	CO-OPTION OF NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

It was noted that Cllr Brian Jeapes was substitute for Cllr Gulliver (council minute 47.2 refers).  

26	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & PRESS - there were none in attendance.  

27	RISK ASSESSMENTS

27.1	Work Unit & Equipment – no significant risks to report and members noted that servicing of the ground maintenance equipment was being undertaken. 

27.2	Parish Council Offices – no significant risks had been reported

RESOLVED:  that the assessments are noted.  

28	FINANCIAL MATTERS

28.1	Budget Report

RESOLVED that (a) the budget report for September - October 2017 attached as appendix A be approved and noted;	

(b) it is noted the overspend on NC 5019 equipment was due to the purchase of a new mower £4,000 of which had come from EMRs. 
 
28.2 	Bank Balances & Investments

Members received a statement of the Council’s bank accounts and investments as at 13th October 2017. The clerk also reported that income had been received from Chelmsford City Council in relation to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).   
	Current A/c		£5,000.00     
 	Business Premium A/c £352,800.00 
	Lloyds			£153,318.00 (matures December 2017)
Scottish Widows	£151,337.00
Nat West		£151,587.00 

RESOLVED:  that (a) the balances are noted;
(b) any CIL Tax received remains in a separate budget code within the finance & policy committee to enable specific spending of the sums on appropriate projects. 
28.3	Investments – CCLA (Churches, Charities and Local Authorities) Bank

Members received information regarding the amalgamation of Lloyds and Scottish Widow Banks and in association with this a report relating to possible investment with CCLA. 

(Cllr Spence arrived) 

RESOLVED: that (a) the sum invested in the Scottish Widows account is transferred to a new deposit fund account to be opened with the CCLA;

(b) the investments with Lloyds and Nat West remain in place.

28.4	External Audit 2016-2017

PKF Littlejohn, the Council’s external auditors, had completed the 2016/17-year end accounts.  

RESOLVED: that it is noted no matters of concern were raised by PKF Littlejohn and the end of audit notification had been posted accordingly within the parish. 

28.5	Interim Internal Audit 2017-2018

Members received an interim report from the internal auditor, Heelis & Lodge. 

RESOLVED: that (a) the Clerk to the Council confirms the required regulation in accordance with the Public Contracts Regulations 2015;

(b) members noted the fidelity levels and agreed these were appropriate at the present time but this would be reviewed if balances increase considerably.  

29	PRECEPT 2018/19

29.1	Finance & Policy Committee Budget 2018/19 (including Earmarked Reserve Balances)

Members considered the draft committee budget in the sum of £236,509.00 for the 2018/19 financial year.

RESOLVED: that (a) the committee budget be reduced to £233,259 (as attached at appendix B);

(b) costs to effect the upgrading of wiring and technology infrastructure at the Parish Centre is funded from the Council’s reserves;

(c) capital equipment purchases for use by the handymen are taken from Council reserves;

(d) the total EMR funds as at 1st April 2018 would be:
· Nabbotts   £1,581 (if no spend) 
· Handyman Unit £3,000
· Mower Fund £500
· Vehicle Fund £4,000
· Photocopier fund £200
· Beaulieu Community £56,059
· Parish Centre Maintenance £52,000
       



29.2	Committee Budget Requests 2018/19
	Members received requests from each of the committees.
	a)	Premises			£37,594.00
	b)	Environment & Leisure	£25,088.36
	c)	Events & Projects		£3,100.00

RECOMMENDED: to Council that (a) the above committee requirements are received and accepted;

(b) the total precept requirement for the 2018/19 financial year, including public loan repayment and a sum for Beaulieu Centre is £387,541 giving a Band D council tax requirement of £52.01. 

30	UPGRADING OF IT COMMUNICATIONS AND TELEPHONE
	
Members received a report regarding the Parish Council IT Communication and Telephone system.

RESOLVED:  that the upgrading of the Wi Fi system should take place as soon as practicable for a sum not exceeding £1,000 the funding for which will be taken from reserves.

31	POLICIES    

31.1	Policy Review
Members reviewed the following parish council policies:
· Casual Vacancy
· Document Retention 
· Environmental Statement 
	
RESOLVED: that (a) the wording “In the circumstance that a candidate is not elected 2 (or more) members may request the vacancy be re-advertised” is inserted into the Casual Vacancy procedures;

(b) it is noted that the document retention policy may need to be updated following the forthcoming GDPR legislation changes. 

31.2	Code of Conduct

RESOLVED: that it is noted there had been no relevant legislation changes that effect this policy.

32	GRANTS & SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Essex Air Ambulance

A letter had been received requesting support for the Essex Air Ambulance Fund. The parish council had previously supported the Fund in the sum of £300. 

RESOLVED: that the request is considered at the Finance meeting to be held on 19th February 2019 to allow other organisations the time to apply before the end of the financial year. 

33	Personnel Sub Committee 							
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th September 2017, be accepted. 

Cllr P. Hutchinson
Meeting closed 8.10p.m.       Signed……………………………………… 	Date……………………………
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